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Museum closed
in 2020 due to
COVID-19 virus
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The board of the Flat River Historical Society has kept the Museum
closed to visitors during 2020 out of concern for everyone’s health and safety.
We hope you follow our Facebook page to see all our timely postings on historical subjects!
December 1st is Giving Tuesday!
Thanks to supporters like you, we are able to:
* present interactive exhibits
* provide school programming for students and teachers
* offer special events highlighting local history
* share outdoor artifacts in the Victorian Garden.
We appreciate your continuing support!
December 1st is Giving Tuesday, a day that encourages people to show their generosity by helping others, sharing a skill or giving to
causes. Your Flat River membership dues show that you support an organization that preserves and shares local history and your
additional donation now shows that you believe in the importance of what we do. (With our museum closed right now, we receive
no visitor donations but still have expenses, so we appreciate your help.)
Besides our Logmark newsletter and other early notices of events and activities, you’ll get FREE access to the many online programs
offered by the Historical Society of Michigan, just because you are a member of Flat River! Visit the hsmichigan.org website to see
what programs are scheduled and to sign up to watch online.

Support us at www.flatrivermuseum.org.

Watch for our new website – coming soon!

See what we’ve been doing while museum is closed!
A long-time goal of updating the museum office is nearly complete. Original plan to just replace flooring
became a full-scale renovation with removal of paneling, plaster and lath, insulating exterior walls and
installing new windows. Additional electrical and technology outlets were added. Still a work in progress!

Empty office, ready for reno.

Paneling and plaster stripped

Drywall, new floor

File cabinets returned, filled

A peek at the past – items found during the office renovation as wall surfaces were removed:
A board with “Belknap Son, Greenville, Mich” written in pencil on the back, probably from J.W. Belknap & Son that sold building
materials, including lumber, shingles, lath, doors, sash, moulding. A Special Brew Silver Foam beer bottle from Grand Rapids
Brewing Co. was wrapped in a 1916 Detroit newspaper and stashed in the wall, along with an Old Sunny Brook Bourbon Bottle from
Kentucky (50% alcohol, distilled for “medicinal purposes”!) A Copenhagen Weyman-Bruton snuff/tobacco tin and a Lucky Strike
cigarette pack revealed tobacco usage in the day. A charred beam under the floor gave testimony to the fire in the original building
back in 1904. Owner J.T. Ridley rebuilt the building in 1905 for his egg and butter business--several shipping labels with Ridley’s
name were more items from that early era. Old wallpaper from previous décor was also found.

Did you know …. you could
be living in “Harrounville”?!
We all know that Greenville
is named after the first resident,
John Green.
But another pioneer was here
before him and purchased land.
However, he didn’t remain to
build a home or take up residence
until some time later.
Long-time historian, Wyman Bock,
wrote this story of what
happened, for a 1905 issue
of the Daily News. >>>

Thoughts of the Future, from the past… from Greenville Daily News – SATURDAY, November 15, 1930

It is STILL important to support our local merchants, 90 years later!

MUSEUM IS CLOSED
to protect visitors and
staff, but you can walk
through our Victorian
garden and see the
new outside displays.
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P. O. Box 188  Greenville, MI 48838  616-754-5296
APPLICATION FOR NEW or RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP
Dues payable at the beginning of the calendar year

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_______________________________________________
Email address_________________________________ Logmarks will be emailed unless checked:_____
Phone__________________
___New

____Renewal

Date____________________

____Single - $15.00

____Family - $25.00
___Annual Business - $50.00
#Giving Tuesday - Additional Donation_________

Would you like to be a volunteer? __________ The Flat River Historical Society needs you!
Fill in this membership form and return it with your check to the above address. Dues are payable at the beginning of
the calendar year. If you have already paid your membership dues for the year 2021, we thank you,
and want you to know that your membership is the lifeblood of the society.

