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Museum closed
in 2020 due to
COVID-19 virus

The board of the Flat River Historical Society and Museum had been anticipating the
scheduled opening of the museum in April with many new things to see and do.
ALAS - like everything else in these days, in concern for everyone's safety, we must be closed to visitors.
Please follow our Facebook page to see all our timely postings on historical subjects!

1918 Spanish Flu ------------ Then and Now----------- 2020 Corona Virus
These present times are not so different from the times a little over a hundred years ago when
people were also confined to their homes and life was very different from normal.
Compare these articles from Greenville Independent newspapers of 1918 to today's news!
Just like now, people were warned to avoid
contact especially with anyone with symptoms.

Conflicting information? Not much flu ..
...but still no holiday program:

Public gatherings prohibited until further notice:

Being that holiday season, folks were
encouraged to shop in the home town ...

Local theaters closed during the Flu Ban:

...and even advertised as being safer shopping:

Medical advice was also freely offered
and was controversial- just like now:

Conflicting information?

Not much flu ...

...but still no holiday program:

"Essential” telephone operators were becoming
ill, so folks were restricted in using the
few phones that were available.
(How would WE have ever survived THAT? )

Like now, there were regular reports of how many
persons were affected in various areas.
Fifty million died in the 1918 flu epidemic!
Everyone
then
was
wearing
a mask!
(Just like
now!)

THANK YOU!
With the Museum closed this year, please
know that we miss your visits and comments!
Your annual membership helps us pay the bills
and is especially vital this year without any
gifts of appreciation in our donation box!
Please use the form in this newsletter to join
or renew your membership in our Flat River
Historical Society and Museum.
Thank you for your generous support!
While the museum is closed to the public, we’ve tried to keep in touch by doing Facebook postings and
enjoyed researching for them. We’re glad so many have viewed them and we’ve appreciated your comments!
During this time, we are renovating our office space to be more efficient and workable. Some display work is
being done offsite to improve some of our exhibits, both inside and out. Our outdoor Victorian Garden and
area has been enhanced by the addition of some artifacts and is a wonderful place to just stroll the historic
brick pathway or sit and enjoy the view and waterfall sounds. The museum will open when it’s safe to do so!
Thanks for your support and encouragement. It is much appreciated!

MUSEUM IS CLOSED
for the protection
and safety of visitors
and staff.

Flat River Historical Society
P. O. Box 188  Greenville, MI 48838  616-754-5296
APPLICATION FOR NEW or RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP
Dues payable at the beginning of the calendar year

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_______________________________________________
Email address_________________________________ Logmarks will be emailed unless checked:_____
Phone__________________
___New
____Single - $15.00

____Renewal

Date____________________

____Family - $25.00
___Annual Business - $50.00
Additional Donation_________

Would you like to be a volunteer? __________ The Flat River Historical Society needs you!
Fill in this membership form and return it with your check to the above address. Dues are payable at the beginning of
the calendar year. If you have already paid your membership dues for the year 2020, we thank you,
and want you to know that your membership is the lifeblood of the society.

